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Introduction
The conference on Micro-to Nano-Photonics: ROMOPTO 2006 is the eighth in a series of international conferences dedicated to optics and photonics, held every three years in Romania and initiated by Acad. Prof. Ioan Ursu. The topics of this conference are related to the modern micro-and nano-photonics and reflect the fast evolution of optics and its applications in material science, information science and technology, optoelectronics, biology and medicine, and sensing and metrology. The results in these fields demonstrate the important role of photonics in the progress of the modern society.
The purpose of ROMOPTO 2006 was to provide an opportunity for the optics scientists to share experiences, discuss their newest results, stimulate interdisciplinary research, and consider the perspective of applications. The position of our country, Romania, in the Central-East Europe plays an important role in the promotion of the scientific contacts in this region. We are now integrating into the European Union, NATO, and are actively participating in the EU-R&D Programmes. In the national strategy in R&D, photonics plays an important role both in basic research and in technological platforms. I can add the fact that Sibiu, the host town of the conference, and Luxembourg are European capitals of culture in 2007.
The organization of ROMOPTO 2006 was possible only by the actions and support of several national and international institutions. We have to mention and thank the Romanian Academy, the Romanian Ministry of Education and Research, the Division of Optics and Quantum Electronics of the Romanian Physical Society (which is a Territorial Committee of ICO and EOS), the Romanian Chapter of SPIE, the Institute of Atomic Physics, the National Institute of Laser, Plasma and Radiation Physics (NILPRP), the University "Lucian Blaga" of Sibiu, the National Institute of Optoelectronics (NIOE 2000) and the University of Bucharest.
